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SPEAKER’S BIOS 
 
KEYNOTES:   
 
JOSEPH CORSO  
Garden Director - Long Beach Organic  

 
Joe Corso developed a passion for composting at an early age and has been a 
gardener for most of his life. After several years as a gardener at the Wild Oats 
Garden (now Zaferia Junction), he joined LBO’s Board of Directors (2008-2015) 
and continues to ensure that the gardens operate smoothly as the Director of 
Gardens. He is also an artist and a personal chef.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

RISHI KUMAR  
Founder - The Growing Club  

 
Farmer Rishi Kumar is an small-scale organic farmer, sustainability educator 
and consultant. His first taste of farming came in 2009 and 2010, when he 
spent 8 months learning traditional agricultural methods at the farm of 
renowned organic farming advocate, Dr. Vandana Shiva. Since then Farmer 
Rishi has been a leader in LA's ecological transformation, developing urban 
farms and gardens, consulting for organizations and government agencies, 
and teaching throughout the county. His first project, The Growing Home, 
converted a cookie-cutter suburban tract home into a model of suburban 
ecological living. The Growing Home has been featured in several media 
outlets, including the documentary Urban Fruit (available on Amazon Prime 
and YouTube). From 2014 to 2017, he developed and ran Sarvodaya Farms, a 
small-scale, ecologically-integrated urban farm based in Pomona, CA. In that 
time, Sarvodaya Farms became the most well-known and productive urban 
farm in Los Angeles County, demonstrating regenerative agriculture 
techniques, while also training multitudes of people through its famous 

Farmer Training Program. Graduates of this program are now leaders in LA’s sustainability movement. 
 
Rishi’s latest projects include developing curriculum for and teaching about climate change solutions for 
Kiss the Ground (an LA based non-profit organization) and developing a platform to teach  people to heal 
themselves and the Earth through gardens.  
 

http://longbeachorganic.org/
https://thegrowingclub.com/
http://thegrowinghome.net/
http://thegrowinghome.net/
https://www.amazon.com/Urban-Fruit-Rishi-Kumar/dp/B00SH0440C
https://www.amazon.com/Urban-Fruit-Rishi-Kumar/dp/B00SH0440C
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzcP80yM9gU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzcP80yM9gU
http://sarvodayafarms.com/
http://sarvodayafarms.com/
https://kisstheground.com/


Farmer Rishi was the keynote speaker at the 2016 Los Angeles Urban Agriculture Summit. He was a Irwin 
Jacob's Scholar for Computer Science at UC San Diego, graduating class of 2010.  
 
PANELISTS:   
 
WADE MARTIN  
Professor of Economics, Director - Institute for Innovation & Entrepreneurship and the Office of Economic 
Research at CSULB 

 
Dr. Wade Martin works primarily in the fields of risk analysis related to natural 
resources and environmental policy as well as local economic development. 
He has worked on research and development projects for Downtown Long 
Beach Alliance, CalRECYLES, the World Bank, U.S. Agency for International 
Development, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, the USDA Forest Service, the 
US Environmental Protection Agency, the Government of Indonesia and has 
been a visiting scholar at Harvard Institute for International Development. This 
work has focused on policy analysis, risk mitigation, economic development 
and sustainability as well as the application of benefit-cost analysis to analyze 
policies and projects. His work in the area of environmental policy and optimal 
use of natural resources has helped to guide management and policy 
decision-making at all levels of government and the private sector. Dr. Martin 
has published in numerous academic journals, edited three books and been a 
commentator on Market Place on NPR as well as for numerous newspapers. 

He has served as editor-in-chief of the academic journal Contemporary Economic Policy. He is currently 
Professor of Economics, Director of the Office of Economic Research and Director of the Institute for 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship at California State University, Long Beach.  
 
DR. KIMBERLY WALTERS  
Cultural Anthropologist and professor of International Studies - CSULB 

 
Kimberly Walters is a cultural anthropologist. She researches the interplay of 
gender, health, and transnational humanitarianism in South Asia. She studies 
both discourses of ‘doing good’ in the world and the global networks that 
currently exist to address problems of human health. Specifically, her work 
contributes to the interdisciplinary study of sexuality and human rights in 
South Asia. 
 
Dr. Walters’ doctoral research was funded by the National Science Foundation 
and the Committee on South Asian Studies at the University of Chicago. 
During the course of her fieldwork at a community-based organization (CBO) 
in Hyderabad, India, she was surprised to witness the rapid decline of 

HIV-prevention discourse intended to empower sex workers. Sex worker empowerment in the name of 
HIV-prevention is now being out-funded by an opposite approach from a new transnational 
powerhouse—the anti-trafficking movement, which understands sex workers to be ‘modern-day slaves.’ 
Her work demonstrates that the global charitable market for stories of the rescue of trafficked women 
creates demand for narratives of forced prostitution that map easily onto the master narratives of 
intentional and organized crime that the anti-trafficking movement has itself popularized. Anti-trafficking 
organizations, consequently, cultivate trafficking narratives among Indian sex workers. Most Indian sex 
workers choose to enter the business because it pays far better than the legitimate labor available to them. 
Dr. Walters argues that salable stories of trafficking obscure the broader problems of wealth distribution 
and the cultural specifics of love, marriage and kinship that propel women into sex work in South Asia. As 



HIV prevention efforts are eclipsed by anti-trafficking initiatives, the anti-trafficking movement unwittingly 
consolidates the very gender norms that make it likely for Indian women to initially enter sex work by 
encouraging sex workers to marry and return to familial roles and jobs that leave them dependent on 
husbands for their support. 
 
Dr. Walters’ next project will be an ethnography of resistance to the distribution of pre-exposure 
prophylactic drugs (PrEP) for HIV prevention in India. She will analyze the circulation among governmental 
and NGO staff of the notion that distributing PrEP would promote sexual promiscuity and undermine 
Indian values. With this project, Dr. Walters hopes to contribute to the theorization of the intersection of 
health, moral goods, and humanitarian labor. 
 
 
JAN VICTOR ANDASAN  
Community Organizer - East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice  

 
Jan Victor Andasan is a queer non-binary immigrant from the Philippines, 
who grew up in West Long Beach next to rail yards and refineries and now 
lives in Carson. Their gender pronouns are they, them, or the Tagalog word 
“siya” which is an inclusive pronoun in their native language. Jan Victor 
graduated from UCLA in 2012 with a degree in Asian American Studies and a 
Concentration in Pilipino Studies. They began to organize with East Yard 
Communities for Environmental Justice (EYCEJ) in February 2014. EYCEJ 
organizes local residents in the East LA, Southeast LA and Long Beach 
communities to address the environmental racism that has led to serious 
health impacts living next to various industrial facilities in the region. Jan 
Victor focuses in the West Long Beach neighborhood organizing with 
residents to co-power them to see their solutions become institutionalized 

through policy change and direct action. They have a passion for grassroots organizing, attempting to 
garden, fitness and getting other folks in shape, and being fashionable in the movement, because why 
can’t we make positive community change and look fierce doing it.  
 
DANIEL ROSSMAN  
California Deputy Director - The Wilderness Society 

 
Daniel Rossman is California Deputy Director for The Wilderness Society 
where he has worked for the last decade. In this role, he advocates for federal, 
state and local designations to protect public lands such as the establishment 
of the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument in 2014 or Measure A, the 
LA County Park bond that passed in 2016.  
  
Daniel’s conservation career started doing door-to-door fundraising for 
groups like the Sierra Club over the summer his sophomore year of college. 
Since, he has worked for several environmental nonprofit organizations 
including Greenpeace, the League of Conservation Voters and the Public 
Interest Research Group. He holds a master’s degree in Communication and a 
B.S. in both Political Science and Sociology each from Florida State University. 
  

Currently, Daniel serves as chair of the Environmental Advisory Commission for the City of Pasadena. There 
he resides with his partner and two children.  
 

#### 

http://eycej.org/
https://www.wilderness.org/

